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CONGRATULATORY REMARKS
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2019 Spotlight
AWARDS DINNER
THURSDAY, APRIL 18, 2019
5:30 PM, KALAMAZOO COUNTRY CLUB

Portage Education Foundation’s Mission Statement

Our mission is to develop, provide and enhance 
education for the greatest number of students, staff 
and community, and allocate funds where they provide 
the greatest benefit.



2019 Spotlight
AWARDS DINNER
THURSDAY, APRIL 18, 2019
5:30 PM, KALAMAZOO COUNTRY CLUB

Portage Education Foundation’s Mission Statement

Our mission is to develop, provide and enhance 
education for the greatest number of students, staff 
and community, and allocate funds where they provide 
the greatest benefit.

Bill Klinesteker
It all began one beautiful October morning in Kalamazoo, 
Michigan.  On that 2nd day of October, back in the year of 1956, 
my mother gave birth to me, Bill Klinesteker.  Thanks Mom.

From that day forward, except for my college years, I have lived my 
entire life in the Kalamazoo area.  I graduated from Kalamazoo 
Central High School in 1975 and began working full time at 
Frank’s Nursery on West Main St.  I also began dating a co-
worker, named Janice, whom I married four years later. 

After marriage, our life took us to Traverse City where I received 
an Associate’s Degree in Parks and Recreation Management.  
During our time in Traverse City we also had our first child. We 
named her Kate.  With the birth of Kate priorities changed, and I 
found a job as a truck driver.  Over the next five years we had two 
more children, sons Chad and Dylan.

At thirty years old I knew I needed more than just a job, so Janice 
and I made the commitment for me to go back to school to earn 

my teaching degree.  After two years, I graduated from Western Michigan University and was offered a long- term 
substitute position teaching second- grade at Parkwood Upjohn in Kalamazoo.  Needing a full-time position, I sent 
out resumes to a dozen or so districts including Anchorage, Alaska and Mackinac Island.  To my delight, Portage 
Public Schools was the first to respond.

After the initial interview process, I was asked to speak with Fan Winegar, the principal at Waylee Elementary 
School.  The interview must have gone well, because she hired me as the new first- grade teacher. I was scared 
to death.  Those three years teaching first-graders were beyond challenging, but extremely rewarding. I learned 
valuable lessons that I took with me into every classroom over the next 22 years.  I took those lessons into a third-
grade classroom, spending the next four years not only teaching, but directing Student Council, Safety Patrol, Ski 
Club, Yo Yo Club and starting what would end up being twelve years of annual Talent Shows.  

With all of this going on, the best was yet to come.  After teaching third grade, I changed to fifth- grade where I 
would stay for the remainder of my career.  But that wasn’t the biggest change.  After teaching fifth- grade for a 
couple years I was fortunate enough to have a new student come into my classroom.  His name was Max, and 
although he, nor anyone else knew at the time, he was about to change the lives of hundreds of his peers.  

Max came to Waylee twice a week from Croyden School in Kalamazoo.  Max was in a classroom at Croyden for 
children with severe disabilities.  Max lived in the Waylee neighborhood and the intent of him being in our class was 
for him to socialize with the neighborhood kids.  Max quickly became a welcome member of our class.  

After a few months in our fifth- grade classroom, a student asked, “Where does Max go when he’s not here?”  None 
of us had any idea of the strength and legacy that question would have on us.  Because of that question, the class 
took a field trip to Croyden.  Then we took another trip to Croyden, Then students from Croyden came to us.  These 
trips began a fourteen- year journey that introduced over 1200 students to their peers with disabilities.  These 
1200 students learned how to communicate with those who could not speak, walk with those who could not walk, 
see with those who could not see, but most importantly, they learned how to laugh with those who could laugh.

Before every trip I would remind the Waylee, and eventually 12th Street students that we would not look for the 
differences in these students,  but find the similarities we all have in common.  Over the next fourteen years I was 
able to take each of these 1200 students on three different trips, twelve to fifteen at a time. They would read with 
each other, play games with each other, go on scavenger hunts with each other, eat snacks with each other and the 
list goes on.  It was important for me to not just introduce them with one trip, but to give each of the students the 
opportunity to feel comfortable interacting with their new friends that so often are pointed at, ignored, laughed at 
or mimicked.  I wanted them to understand the human connection between us all and to then, hopefully have them 
teach others that did not have this unique opportunity.  I knew one trip would not be enough to accomplish this 
goal.  I only wished I could have taken them each ten times.

Over the years of running the Buddy Program, as we called it, I spoke with many parents, from all four schools.  
Parents from Croyden and WoodsEdge told me they had kids come up to them in parks, malls and restaurants just 
to say “Hi” to their child.  They said that had never happened before.   Parents from Waylee and 12th Street told me 
their children found new friends and told them they never realized that kids with those kinds of disabilities could 
be so much like them.  Many of the Waylee and 12th Street students even volunteered at Croyen and WoodsEdge 
during the summer with a few becoming special education teachers, because of the program.

As with all good things, in 2014 my teaching career came to an end, and with no one able to run the Buddy 
Program, it also came to an end. I was taught at a young age that success is measured not in the things you own, 
but in the differences you make.  I hope I made some differences.   

I am now in my sixth year of retirement enjoying time with family and friends, and traveling whenever possible.  I am 
also pursu.ing another passion of mine, photography.  It has helped me look even closer at those small details in 
nature that eventually ties us all together.

I have also published seven books, with two more in the works.  All but one of the books were written for children 
and use my photographs.  My latest book is an illustrated book called, “The Field Trip.”  It is based on a fifth- grade 
class that visits a school for disabled students.  
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Diane Glass
Now in my 2nd year of retirement, I can certainly 
say, “Oh, how the time flies!” Music has always been 
an important part of my life.  I began singing and 
taking piano lessons at a young age and continued 
while growing up in Portage.  I was involved in both 
church music and Portage Public School choirs 
with directors, David Reichard and Del Thusius. 
After graduation, I earned a Bachelor of Arts degree 
in Music Education from Spring Arbor University, 
obtained elementary self-contained classroom 
certification from Oakland University, and received 
Orff Level I Certification at Anderson University. I 
was a trained teacher for the Aesthetic Education 
Program in Kalamazoo County, and I am a long-

time member of the West Michigan Orff Chapter (WMOC) and American Orff Schulwerk 
Association (AOSA). With teaching positions in Kentucky, Climax Scotts, and Portage, I 
completed nearly 30 years of teaching elementary and middle school music before retiring in 
2018.

Teaching in Portage Public Schools fulfilled both a dream and a life goal. As a graduate 
of Portage Public Schools and parent of three daughters who are also graduates of PPS, 
I looked forward to the possibility of one day teaching in this wonderful school district. 
My dream became a reality when I began teaching at Central Elementary, Moorsbridge 
Elementary, Central Middle School, and, finally, Lake Center Elementary. My years of 
teaching were very rewarding, as I loved my job and my students and working with and 
learning from the most amazing colleagues, parents, and administrators. However, my 
greatest joy was teaching and making music with thousands of students. I enjoyed creating 
lessons and experiences that were engaging and fun, while at the same time enhancing 
the grade-level curriculum. My lessons involved all students in singing, movement, speech, 
and playing instruments in an environment that was safe for exploration and learning. 
Through many wonderful performances that my students helped create, they were able to 
demonstrate their talents along with concepts that they learned through music. Music is 
such an integral part of life. My desire was for my students to learn to love music, to be able 
to create music on their own, and to gain a solid musical foundation for the future. 

Now that I am retired, I enjoy spending more time with my family: my husband of 44 years, 
Craig, who retired with me as my sound tech, after assisting in every program that I ever 
directed; daughters Sarah, Rebekah, and Anna; sons-in-love Mike, Jake, and Ryan; and 
our four beautiful grandchildren, Luke, Avery, Isaac, and Joshua. I enjoy traveling (we have 
lifetime passes to all the National Parks and hope to visit as many as possible), reading, 
making photo memory books, and working in my yard. I am also blessed to volunteer at my 
church as a musician and as a children’s ministry leader. 

Music has been an integral part of my personal and professional life. Even in retirement, 
I will continue to enjoy listening to and making music. But most of all, I will cherish the 
memories of my many, many students who learned to enjoy music with me and who taught 
me so much in return. They will probably never know the many ways they have enriched my 
life.



2019 Spotlight
AWARDS DINNER
THURSDAY, APRIL 18, 2019
5:30 PM, KALAMAZOO COUNTRY CLUB

Portage Education Foundation’s Mission Statement

Our mission is to develop, provide and enhance 
education for the greatest number of students, staff 
and community, and allocate funds where they provide 
the greatest benefit.

Nancy Nott
Nancy Nott started her teaching career in 1980 
working with disabled adults at McKercher 
Rehabilitation Center in Kalamazoo. She also worked 
at Hackett High School, Comstock High School, 
Kalamazoo Valley Community College and in the 
ATYP program. However, the final—and best—24 
years of her career were with Portage Pubic Schools. 

During her tenure at PNHS, Nott taught nearly 
every course at every ability level that the English 
department has offered. She also led several 
student organizations, including the Gay-Straight 
Alliance, Korean Club, Literature Circles, Creative 
Writing Club, Ethics Bowl and Peace Jam (where she 

and her students met both the Dalai Lama and Desmond Tutu). She also enjoyed advising 
the schoolwide literary magazine, “Etched on the Head of a Pin,” for 15 years. She was 
active in seeking out performance and publication opportunities for her students, hosting 
the building-wide Poetry Out Loud competition and an annual Poempalooza, and regularly 
submitting student work to the Kalamazoo Friends of Poetry chapbook contest.  Nott was 
an integral member of the International Baccalaureate teaching staff. She taught both 
junior and senior year IB English and was also a co-teacher for Theory of Knowledge. In 
addition, she also served as the CAS (Creativity, Action, Service) Coordinator for IB Diploma 
candidates. She sees the IB program as a highlight of her career and one of PPS’s greatest 
assets. 

While she was energized by the freedom and rigor of the IB curriculum, Nott has a special 
place in her heart for creative writing. “Creative writing is my passion,” she shares, smiling. 
“Students have things they need to say, and I have enjoyed being able to empower that 
voice.” Among her many accolades, she was the 2015 Touchstone Creative Writing Teacher 
of the Year, which was meaningful to her as it recognized her commitment to lifting-up 
student writers. That same year, an anonymous donor would give $4,000 in Nott’s name to 
establish the Nancy Nott Poetry Scholarship for a graduating senior. Nott also modeled the 
writing process for her students and had her first chapbook published in 2016 after winning 
a Kalamazoo Friends of Poetry contest. 

“She is a teacher who goes above and beyond in every facet,” shares Class of 2018 
graduate Matt Hurwitz. “She believes in every single one of her students, and she doesn’t 
let anyone fail. She is everything that a great teacher should be and more.” Nott is equally 
respected and adored by her colleagues. “Nancy is our energizer bunny of enthusiasm 
and passion,” says IB English teacher Scott Crocker, who has taught alongside Nott for the 
last 21 years. “I go to her when I have a question or concern about anything—teaching or 
otherwise.” Nott’s colleagues describe her not just as a wise giver of advice, but a fierce 
friend and advocate in relentless pursuit of implementing student-centered best practices 
that help students reach their fullest potential. Nott, in turn, says the faculty at PN was a 
constant source of inspiration, collaboration and joy. She even had the opportunity—to her 
great pleasure—of working with her daughter as a colleague. Sarah Nott is currently the Art 
teacher at PN and mother and daughter were able to work in the same building for three 
years before Nott retired. 

Nott now works part time as a Mentor/Coach for students in the Kalamazoo County Early 
Middle College program. She also teaches private Creative Writing workshops and continues 
to be an Examiner for the International Baccalaureate Organization. In her free time, she 
enjoys reading, writing, gardening, hiking, biking, skiing and about anything else that allows 
her to be outdoors. She is deeply grateful for the unending love and support of her husband, 
Robin, and her two daughters, Sarah and Emily.  
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The Portage Board of Trustees 
is extremely thankful for the 

generosity of our individual donors 
and business sponsors, who we 

rely on to help fund our programs in 
support of Portage Public Schools 

for students and educators.
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Shannon Landis
Gayle Lindsay
James Loomis
Larry and Linda Lueth
Larry and Tricia Lutz
James and Donna Menchinger
Roger Menchinger
Meyer C Weiner
Kathy Mirakovits
Patricia Moiles
Molitor Family Foundation
Lori Anne Moore
Arthur and Linda Nemitz
James and Terri Novaria
Betty Lee Ongley
Michael Otto
Dean Panse
John Petro

Pfizer
Portage High School Class of 1965
Scott and Melissa Powell
Robert Powell
Re/Max
Jim and Diane Rikkers
Robyn Roberts
Mark Root
Steven and Sarah Rypma
Sanford Financial Services
Roger Scheidt
Martie Schinzer
Tom and Angela Schultz
Schupan & Sons, Inc.
Tom and Danielle Sielatycki
Sign Art
Sky King LLC
Robert Snyder
Stafford-Smith, Inc.
Jim and Carol Stamm
James and Marcie Telfer
Travis Thomsen
Dan and Sarah Troup
TRUIST
Todd Turnutzer
United Way of
  Battle Creek Kalamazoo
United Way of Central Ohio
Value Accounting Services
Tom and Kathy Vance
Joshua and Pamela Weiner
Jon Werme
Scott and Tricia Williams
Michael and Susan Williams
Helen Wynkoop
Benjamin Zylman

SPECIAL THANKS

The Greenman Family

Tom Sielatycki




